Idiopathic hypertrophic pachymeningitis mimicking lymphoplasmacyte-rich meningioma.
A 28-year-old woman with a 6-year history of optic neuropathy and 8 years of hearing loss had enhancing dural lesions around the brain stem and in both internal auditory canals on MRI. Histopathology from cranial procedures performed in 1990 and 1993 was originally interpreted as inflammatory meningioma, now known as lymphoplasmacyte-rich meningioma (LRM). Because the clinical course was more consistent with a relapsing process, the original surgical specimens were restudied with additional immunocytochemical stains. The review led to a pathologic diagnosis of idiopathic hypertrophic pachymeningitis (IHP). IHP and LRM can be confused on both imaging and histopathologic grounds.